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The purnoee of this easay is to treee the 
ateps followed by & Chaplain in the establishment 
of #8 srogram of Jeligious Tducation at s United 
States “aval sir “tation; to indleate the rrobd- 
lems attendant in the process; to give ® geners) 
evzluation ef the procram in operation; te compire 
the croblems with those set by other Chaplains in 
setting ur euch prorranae; indicate the two main 
atreins cf thought in the fielic of heligious edu- 
enxticn; and finally to emrheaeize the necesality of 
the “haplein knowing where he stanéa with regard 
te hia philesophy of “hriatian “cucation vefore ne 
undertakea to set up &@ pregram for hia conetitu- 
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I, Levelopment of Veligious beucation lrogran at the }avel 
Sir Station, vMemrhis, Tennersee. 

Nuring the course of world var Two thea Ravel Air ‘ta- 
tien at Mempnis, Tennessee, became the focel reint of train- 
ing for mény thousends of young sen just entering the 
technical training sacheeclis of the air arm cf the Havy. To 
erovide for their religious needs, a Chapel was erected at 
the center of the Station at a ecst of some forty thousenis 

££ dollars. This charel was utilized for fFrotestant, oman 
-atholic, and Jewlah gervices. ‘se wany ae five services vere 
nelé each Sunday in the Chanel, as well as numerous catiy 
services. The seating capecity wes only four hundred fifty, 
so it beeans necesetry for the Chaplaine to held cther serv- 
{ees in Grill halle and barraczse to take cere of those who 
were wnatle to get in the Chapel for regular service#e. « 
chapter cf the Service Wen's Christian League wag organized 
ané s Bible clana was held on Yednesday nights but attencunce 
wae never very great at either, esccording to the recorcea now 
avOeliledle in the chepel. This Just about completes the lleat 
of activities which micht be classified as belonging in the 
apnere of religioua education. There were some activities 
for 'oman Catholic and Jewish personnel, but they wlll not be 
contiderecd in this parer ae it is the writer's intention te 


ceai with the religicus educational activities handled by 


the Frotestent Cheplaine. 
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roesibly the neager presran outlined above wes se 
adecguate ae anything thet could be done, for Lt must be kert 
in mind that the persennel reater cf the ‘tation at thet tise 
wine consetentiy changing. The aehools ransed in length frem 
a few weeks to six or eight months, Chureh ettendance wag 
high for most of thage in echool knew that it wold be only 
& short time until they would be in some ferelen country or 
aboeré chip, and crebable in combat in env c&se, Sut each 
mar wee very buay with his seheol) were end it ies not at all 
Likely that an @porecieble number woulé have had the time to 
bnve attended cther activities hed e more intensive rrogran 
of religicus education been undertaken, 

turing the war years there were no chiléren living on 
the ‘tation. “ome of the cfficers ané nen had their fasililes 
come to “emrhis for a short time, but they were at leant 
twenty miles from the ttetion ané the Chepleain coulde not make 
their religiove training hie direct resronsibility. the 
peocie who had their children with them either took them to 
the church of their nreference in Memphis or let them atay 
at home and read the comics or rlisy in the perk, They did 
not refularly bring them to the Yavnl Station even for formal 
gaervices, for the Chapel wos overcrowéed with service pereon- 
nel, 

At the close of the war, however, the altuation 
changed markedly. The Pavy Pepertwent cCealenated the Air 


Station at Yemrhis ae a rernerent inetaliation anc beran 





is 


beiliding housings projects (cottages ané anpsrtments) on the 
recervation for the use of personnel stationeé there, ‘The 
nusaber of hoveing units constructed by the Nevy wae cuite 
nemligible, however, and moat feailies had to seek living 
quarters off the tation. ‘“eneurrent with the deelenation of 
the Air iteaticn an 4& rermanent inetsalilation, severel orivats 
real ecatate conpanies beran hoveing Gevelopmentsa in the 
Littie town of Millington, Tennessee, Just & mile away, fa 

a result, more ané nore families of service personnel moved 
into the ares. 48 housing became available, families that 
had been living in “emphis and other surrounding towne Degen 
to move in order to be &s near ne rossible to the rlsee where 
the husbené bad duty. Ine very short time there came to be 
more than one thousand families of Naval pereaonnel rericing 
on or near the tir “tation. 

The churcher of Millington had practically no faelli- 
tiee for caring for thie influx of residents. Their Sundsy 
fehools were overcrowéed before the new housing cevelcnuents 
were becun, (ltoth the “ethocist ané “anptist churches built 
annexes to their educational buildings Gut within a very 
short time their facilities were asain overtaxed and new reel- 
Gente were moving in each week. Time after time the Chaplain 
reeeived recorte from parents who tac taken their ehileren 
to the Methodint Church only to find no room for them in the 
wanéay Schocl. They then went across the etreet to the 


maptict Church and found the same situation existing there. 











It becswe apparent immediately that the children living on 
the ‘ir Otation, and probebly 4 great many of there living 
outeice, voulé hive no religious instruction unleae some sort 
of progerem were set ur by the Cheplain. 

ifter several of the parents hed approached the Char- 
lain about the resaibility of organizing & Sunday Seheol, ne 
eet out to find a way to get semething started. The firat 
thing he tried to 460 was to find out just how many vould be 
enrolled #0 #8 to have ecmething definite te lay before the 
“osmanding uffiecer when @ requeet waa submitted for an ade- 
quate building. Thre wife of one of the officers on the 
‘cdmirel’ese .taff agreed to organize & committee of leties to 
make a eurvey of the homes of Navy personnel in the immeciate 
ares to determine the actual numder of dependents onc the 
number who would be interested in attending the “uneey iecheol. 
sour peonle were placed on the committee end, ineofer aa it 
wag poasible, the survey wee conducted by telephone. Yhose 
homes net reacheé by telepnone were visited by members of the 
committee, “he heat of the committee rerarted that net only 
were they riven a cordial reception, whether eralling by tele- 
phone or in person, but thet most rarents vere cenuinely 
enthugisasrtic about the poesibllities of getting & prorras of 
religioue education aturted imuediately., Yvhen the inferna- 
tion eheets were taduiated it was found that there were two 
hundred seventy-one (271) children, ranging in eee from one 


to sixteen, wnese péerents #@1d they would definitely de 














enrolled snd would attend if a Sunday “chool were orsaniued. 


In aédition, fifty-three (53) e@ulte indieated their willins- 
nese to work in #eome carselty or other in the sohool. Yeast 
of them wanted to be “substitute” teachers, saying that they 
G4a not feel themselves to be a8 well qualified as othere 
whem the Chaplain could get te teach, Gn the whole, bowever, 
tae reaponse wae much better than had been expected, 

it should be pointed out that ene of the reasons for 
the good rearonse was thet the Chaplain hed written an arti- 
ale fer the itation's weekly newspaper indleatins the purpoce 
of the survey and the avproximate time the comnittee nenders 
vould be emlling. The article etressed the need for worrers 
in any Gundeay 2ehool and urged thore who were ccneernec for 
the apiritual welfare of the Vavy ehildren to give serious 
consideration for the needs ef the secn-te-be-orgaenized pro- 
gram at the tation. 

Information aheeta were filled out for feaililes of all 
religions. Thore inéleatine preference for “oman Catholic 
instrvetion were turned over to the Cathelie Chanliain for 
whatever action he mignt want to tare with rerard to clasees 
of inatruction. Those indicating that the family wae Jewish 
were turned over to & tabni in teanhis who made regular 
visite te the -taticn to sinister te these of hie fetth. 

The Chaplain's next step wae to ¢lecuea the reeuitea 
of this survey with the *xecutive and “omazanding officers. 


joth were cenuinely interested in the situation and saw the 
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enrolled and would attend if a Sunday ‘chool were orgenized. 
In accition, fifty-three (53) #éwlte indicated their willing- 
nese to work in seme candeity or other in the sehool. ‘ost 
of them wented to be “substitute” teachers, seying that they 
G48 not feel thenscelvee to be &6 well aualifted se othere 
when the Chaplein could get te teach, On the whele, bovever, 
tae reaponse wae much dSetter than had been expected. 

it should be rointed out thet one of the rearons for 
tue good reaenonse war that the Chapléin hed written an orti- 
ele fer the station's weekly newspaper indicating the purpose 
of the survey and the soprexinmate time the committee nenbars 
vould be emlling. The article etreseee the need for workers 
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Information aheete were filled out for fasnililes of 411 
réligions. “Thore indicating preference for “oman Catholic 
instruction were turned over to the Cathelie Chaplain for 
whatever section he mignt want to take with regard te clasecs 
of instruetion. Those indicating thet the fanily wae Jewl ah 
were turned over to sm baboi in Yeanhis whe made reguiar 
visite to the .taticn to minister to those of hie faith. 

Tho Chaplain’'s next ster wae to ciseves the rosuitea 
of this survey with the “xecutive and Cousanding officers. 


Soth were senuinely interested in the situation and saw the 








neec cf cetting & proarem into action with the least possible 
aelay. The Commanmiine “ffieer exlled in the rublie vorks 
uffieer (the cereon in cnerge of ali buildings and equipment } 
And @eked thet 6 aultsble bullding be made Svailable to the 
“haplein within two weeka time. He stated that ne 814 net 
Rave a really cesirable building avallsbie, oat thet there 
wes @ two-story barracks tuilldéing near the Chapel thet ceuld 
poessioly be utllized with some iaprevigings., Tries seewed to 
ve the Deat golution to the imuedinte situation se it was 
aereed thet the “napleain would icok the bullding over and 
make recommencations 68% to neceegary work, ‘After petting the 
committee ef ladies that mace the survey to come down and 
look the bulleing over ant make thelr recommendations, Lhe 
“héniain proceeded to wer’ with the proper Authorities and 
got the prejeect etarte@?., The buildine wee firet cleaned un, 
eome pertitions were erected, and tadvles, echeire, fans, 
nienos, and other necesstry equinment were breueht in from 
every aveailedble source, Cand tables, wergehip center-tables, 
email benches and chairs, were conetructed by the Public 
"orks “epertment, but not withcut numerous feloye for Jobe of 
“military neceesity” ef course had nhign priority. vest ef 
the work wee done by rarents *t night and on holidays, one 
mnsef Petty officer teld the Cherlein thet he put in cover 

one hundred houre within 2 period of @1x weeku. Ne wae not 
saying thet in expectation of praise but with a feeling of 


pride in having Gene semething worthwhile, 








“hen, just about the time it looke@ fairly shipshepe, 
the inevitabis honnened. Feople in other ‘enartments began 
to look with envious eyes upon thia section ane that roou of 
the builcing, The “haplain wee anprernched by numerous groure 
who wented just a “couple of reema” fer this or that activity, 
=O 1% beceme necessary to make some firm Cecistions as to juet 
now the building could be used oy others without confilet 
with the progrem of the Sunday fichool. It wae finelly 
Geciceé to restrict the uge of the builéing to the activities 
connected with the fundey Sehool, Sey ‘coute, Girl ‘coute, 
euco SOcouter, anc an ameteur radio station, tThia mate avail- 
&cle fourte@on rooms for class meetings enc one larse sacenbly 
reom which could seat the totel enrollivent of the “unday 

ehool. 

Witt something definite now with regard te a necting 
place, the “harlsin called a meeting of ali those wre hed 
indicated thelr wlllingnees to serve en the eteff of the 
tumay Ochool. ‘aen of the fifty-three people whe had inei- 
cated interest in the work wea contected and urred to attend 
this opening meeting for the purpoge of ciecussing the neetis 
of tne mitustion and to formulate rians for the g€cetuali open- 
ine of the sehool, Yor one reseon or another there ware 
fourteen absentees when the meeting wae held, wut with 
thirty-nine people preeent there was cért&einily an indication 
of interest on the part of the parents in getting & prorren 


cf religioue instruction started for their children. 
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Thie flrat meeting wae rather brief and coneleted 

chiefly of & statement by the Chspleain as te this conceerticon 

fr the needs and oprortunities involved. ach rerreon rresent 
wae exec to indicate firet and second rreferenees as to age 
grouns with which they wanted to work, the tyoe of work pre- 
ferroc, and previous experience in ~ublic or untay aenool 
teaching. The question was then raised ss to whet literature 
woulé be used, Ft immeciately became epnarent thet no reedcy 
arreesent could be rescheé emong the sesbers of thig gereup 
fer there were people from the /arnanbly of Cod, the frotestant 
‘piscooel Chureh, and various other Cenominsations in betreen! 
one of the thines heard frequently during the course of the 
Glacusgion was, “I want my chilé to learn more about the 
Bible. “hy shouldn't we just study the ible ané not bother 
with cther literature, except proseaibly to get picture cerdes 
for the ehbldren who ere too email toe reac the sible: ". t111 
others wanted the “hapiein to select the literature and sive 
it te them to "teach." 

The Chaplain sugrested that the matter of the seiece- 
tien of literature be helé in abeyance until ofter the next 
meatine when 1t wae hoped that sone of the leading reli¢iots 
educational worrers of “eurhia would be present to aarist in 
getting the rrogram emtartec., Thit wae agreed upon ant the 
moecting war ac jicurned . 

Immediately after the meeting, first one and tuen 


another of the lsdies cornered the “naplein anc surcestod 








that there could be no G@cvbt but that thie or that literature 
would meet the neede of any “Tundsy “chool thst wae Chriatian, 
In eseh instance the lady wae positive that the literature of 
her denceinstion would always “be true to the teachings of 
Jesus.” Within @ @ayv or two the Tharlain received a tele- 
phone calli from the pestor of one of the lerger “hurches in 
Yeaonis. This ntetor @e21id thst he hed heard that we were 
s@ving plans te open 6 Sunday school at the sir “tetion andé 
that nis “hureh would be glad to furnish #11 the litereture 
nescee for the rrojeet for the firet yeor, Fe added that 
there wee no dovbt in hia wind but that ble congrersation 
would be giad to continue their generosity indefinitely. 

The Chaplain tnankee the centlewen for his concern and, «5s 
tactfully aa reesidle, informed hia thet he @14 act feel it 
would be wiee to @ecert suck an offer. First af e@11, lt wag 
net a body of literature the Chaplain wanted to eee used for 
it wee rurely cectarian in nature, Secondly, it waa net 
necegrary from the rureiy financial point of view. for the 
people who woulé be involved in the prosgrom hed e@elresdy inadi- 
ented that they would esurport the seteol with their gifts ag 
weil se their tine, 

The next aten wae to arrange with the leacersz of the 
religious eCucetionsl prorrana of three cf the lerger denomi- 
natione to meet with the Cheplein end clan @ brief teacher- 
trSining prorram, 4t this meeting a Taculty wes selected 


from & list cf those reople considere? to be dcing the beet 
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work in the various departments of their resmective churches 
in Yemphies. These peonle were contacted and a dute set for 
a four-hour ceseion with the prospective wcrkerse Gt the “ir 
Station, “hen the tine arrived for this training eession, 
thirty-seven people were present te reeeive ingtruetion, 
THis wae considered a rether remarkable shewing in view of 
the fact that it wae found that one of the members of the 
committee charged with the respenaloility of contacting the 
prospective workers had fatled to de her jeb and sose ten or 
twelve reople Cid not get the word about the meeting. 

The Chaplain opened the seesicn with a brief introdauc- | 
tory stetesent sa to its nurnose. fe then vrerented the 
‘lreeter ef Peligious eneation of one of the large churches 
in Seuphis who epekre for fifteen minutes on "Vhy & Prerram cf 
Meligiovue Icucetion?”, ‘This telk was rether senerml but was 
prereentecd quite weil and seemed to aerve the ocurpcse of 
heichtening the interest of thoee rresent in the neceasity of 
earings for the religious needa of their children. s4fter this 
tali* the “haplain introduced #6 “experte” the vieiting teach- 
erg who woule tell how they di¢@ thetr jobs in their own 
churches. The presmective workers in the soon-to-~-be- 
eatadliashed sunday School of the Naval fir ‘tation were 
then divided up according to age group interests, The | 
¥vemmphie workere in the Pindergarten, Frisrary, Junior, end 
Intergsediate Departzents then met with them for the next 


three end one-half hovra, 





31 


The Chaplein visited each of theee crovpe curing the 
course of the evening ond found that even though four dif- 
ferent denouinations were reprerertec in the vieiting faculty, 
the emphasis wee uron the life-gituation aprrogen rether than 
the material-centered. Ne of the teachers frantly steted 
leter in & privete conversation with the (berlain that her 


churebh followed in the avthoritartan tradition but tast she 


-, 


took the materials they weve her anc used thet which fit the 
¢ituation @a resource material. If 1% wes net relevant to 
the situation she and her purtile ignored it end developed 
their own covurae of study out of their own experience of 
working together, 

TRis meeting for tescher-training before the sctual 
oreninge of the Sunday ticheel wea very heleful in presenting 
a point of view that many of the reople who beeawe teachers 
nad never been exposed to, Several of them afterverd stated 
to the Cherpisin thet they had always thought that getting 
ready to teach &® Sundsy “ehool elise consisted of ‘Learning 
toe material in the quarterly and then tranamitting it to 
the ehildren the next morning.” It guet not be inferred from 
the above etatementa that this one seesian with trained 
wortere turned out ® competent, welli-roundec ataff of teach- 
era for the %undey ‘ehocl of the Wavel Air “tetion, Ft did 
net chanve the fundamental cancertions held by many of the 
worrers, but it Gid at leagt oxpose them to the ites that 


wnat they had always done in the past might not be the oniy 
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way £6 teach, it did esuse severul of them ta think and te 
do @ome reading end experinentine, which certainly justified 
the expenciture of effert that went into the rlarnine and 
execution cf the trainine geasicon. 

Tre following week a meeting of &1] workere wee helé 
for the purpore of cigeuesing the Llitertture sitveation. No 
realiv satisfactory solution to the problem could be reached. 
rhe tendency was fer the worker# in each ave group to want 
te use the litereture that was used Sy the worker from “emonis 
in the treining session, ‘they hae eeen how someone who vas 
congictered en expert had suceeerfully usec a particuler plece 
of iiterature ond so they naturally felt thet it would be 
goce to start with 1%. After # long diecuaeion 1t was finally 
agsreeé thet literature would be obtained from the various 
churches in “emnhie for the rewainder cf the current quarter 
of the year, and then to rleace an order for the next quarter 
fer the Yavid ©, Cesk Company's non-Cenomirational material, 
The literature obtained from Yearnis churches was oe follows: 

“ursery, Fineerzarten, irinary: Wethodist 

Junior: Southern Gantiest 

Internedinte: VYreebyterian 

“enior: Froteatant trigcoral . 
The faetor governing the use of the meteriel for Cenlors was 
ite availability. The teacher werking with the feniors had 
served for tnited tutberen material but Lt wes imeroersible to 


ootein it loesliy an@ would heave taven tec lone to order it 











from the Lutheran scubdlishers. 


Tt @ehoulée be pointed cut here that once the school 
getusliy got uncer wey the literature problem dié not come up 
atin insofar as the teschere were concerned. They beesme so 
imvolvec in the work of the class and with extre curricular 
getivitier with their grours that the wetertal tn the Litera- 
ture really became a seconéary matter and wee, for the moet 
part, adapted to the neeés of the chiléren. “ith one or two 
exceptions the teachers seemed to try to take the chiléren 
se they were @né€ toe interrcret to them the meaning of the 
“npletien faith for daily living, From the point of view of 
the “harlsin there was the erux of the whole altuation, for 
there were many anc varied interrretations of what Thriati- 
enity might sean in different clreumetances. f#lmoeat without 
exception, the teacher went into the clase with ® pretty firs 
notion aa to what sane wented to accomrlig¢h, he tried to 
begin with the unceratanding of the child ené to teaser hin 
wnat would be the Chriatian way of living uncer particular 
circumstances, True enough, ene used the aveileabdle Titereture 
me reecuree material ane €14 not atteart to get the child to 
memorize it or to remember it as such, ut she dld une it 
ana any ether material she could get for the purpose of rein- 
fereing her idea of what being Christien meent in thet 
pertievlar aituetion, That wae perticularly true with ref- 
erence to the vee of the Sible. {ft was aecertec as the norm 


ef Christian experience and wos usually appealed toe an the 
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Pingl suthority on most anv question, Time end time &edin, 
tezchers woulé ea1) the Charlein @urine the week and ask 
a@nere to find @ Siblical reference to “prove™ suck é€nd such 
& point. Ané nothing thet the Chearnlain ever emid or dic 
toward urging that the ible be used ag « study oP what 
ceorie had dene end thowusht in the cast shovt God and Christ 
amd hew to live tevether, aver seemed toe have any effect 
whetocever on this rather rrevalent attitude, 

eeveral of the teachers were eccllece grééustes anc had 
nec teeching experience in the public eacheolsa emplcying mod- 
ern ecucational teenniaquee., They seenec, novever, to have 
eceveloned an andivalent attitude toward the teaerine of 
children in the Sunéay %ehool.,. on the one hand they felt 
ihet they must bemin with the ehild anc follow @ iife- 
centered approach, On the other hend they had the idea that 
there simply must be certain “eavine" knowledse which ahould 
be lapsrted to the child in some way or another. Thie 
erousht ebeut @ curious mixture of method. The teacher 
would ingiet that ahe was using the literature iwhatever it 
might be} s6& resource waterial, end st the sane time would 
be doing her best to see that the chiid came in the last 
anaiyoia “to accert wnat the dible ef1¢ se fingsl," Thies 
Attitude wee gudbatantially the cane, whether the teecher war 
&%® blgh school gracuate with ne forme] tesener training, or 
a eollese predcuate with yeere of public echool teaching expe- 


rience, A@ & result, it ia feered thet many of the chiléren 














eculd heve attended Sunday seheel resularily for & year or 

two ‘the norms] length of reeidence on the fir Staticon) with- 
out ever having caineé a very clear concention of what it 
meang te be a follewer of the Christ. 

}t wae mentioned that there «ere excertiona to the 
general attitude ef the teachers toward how the werk of the 
funday senseol should be carried on for best resulite. dGne of 
the tenchere wés convineed that the Sidble and nothing Gut 
the “ible srould be teucht. cunéey efter unday the neabers 
cf her claes eame orincing their ®ibles and reé penciis for 
underlining. "he tescher would oren the clsese sension with 
m preyer, @&king God to open their minds that they might 
"Sightly divide tke word of truth,” nd then rroceei to zive 
the cluee line upon Line ané rrecent upon rrecept, teiling 
them what the paseare renlly meant. Now 1% Le preveble that 
the youngster whe came falthfrully to thie clase cid lerrn 
some things thet wil) be helrful in daily Living. “e cer- 
shiniy came to wnow more #@bovut the sible than he hae before, 
weet cf the membera of the clag2? “ALén't even know where to 
berin to lock for a particular boeek in the Siple when they 
atorted to study under thia teacher. They hal ne knovlecgee 
whatsoever of its content. The teseher ¢1d aueceec in setting: 

hem to be 4ible-conecious. They memorized the names of the 
pees of both Ulé ané New Testaments. They leernecd the 
meaning of the term “proof-text,” end could soon fine sone 


with # little aesistence from the tescher, They cing to know 
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@® little eesethin=e abcut the content ef the Mew Teatament and 
hed & vague idea és to the meening of the J14 Testament. Gut 
they moet certainly hed no clear ides of how all this wee to 
be integrated into their cay by cav living reutine. They did 
mheve Ss high regerad (as €41¢ the Chaplain end the other sen- 
bers of the freulty!) for the character cf the teacher, end 
Lively hed a feeling that the knowleége of the @idle which 
gene pogsecsed hed something to fo with the quality of life 
she Clerlayeé te the community. And thet wae something se 
good that they wanted to esulate it in their own lives, ae 
the teacher could lead then anywhere. It isa extremely coubt- 
ful, however, if the sveracqe menver of that clean ever really 
earried over into his rublic senocl] activities anc attituder 
anything from the sunéay Icheol other then the beneficent 
influence ef the teacher's personslity. 

Sy wey of contrast, there waa the work of two rrimary 
teachers. One had taught sehcol for o number of years in a 
eiftuation where the mont progressive eduestionsl methote were 
utilized, the not only ted the theory of child-ceritered edu- 
eation but alan hed the petience end akili and fHeith to 
attemmt te put the theory into practice in ® 'unday ches) 
clase, The ether was not a trained nehecl teacher but a 
housewife and mother who tried to sas her home @ true cemor- 
raey @né helpeté her own children to crow without coercion or 
anécctrination, These two teschere carried on in the sundsey 


sehoe] & program that eliminated practically a11 cleetplinary 
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oroblems. The eitvation created in the classroom was one 
wherein e@eteh ehile felt that he was having & part in what wae 
being cene, snd where enccuragenent was given when acet 
neeceé. These teachers reclizeé thet it 498 normal fer ¢chil- 
dren of the prisery ace to be aetive and no atteapt wie aude 
ta aee thet exch child sat etilil ané aade no nolee., Ineteac, 
exen child wae encouraged to express binsaelf rather fully. 
“hen one got out of line to the extent thet he wae @ dig- 
treeting influence upon most of the others, the tesechere did 
net #ecld or cajole, but would point out that Joey wia work- 
tine with the others and that they “11 were trying to co 
pomething together for the goed of 411, Nast of the time 
thie methed worked remarkably well and little Jeey would set- 
tle Gown withevt feeling that the teacher hed forced him te 
So oc &gB@inet his will. it was the Chaplain'e feeling that 
these two teachers were really aeconplilehing eseonmething tnat 
woulé bse i@ating, for these children were learning how to 
live together by Going things which helped them to srow in 
their capscity to give and take on a truly Christian desis. 
TS e@y the lessat, a2 enild in such & situation aa this would 
seem to have n better chence of seeing the relevence of 
chriatiean princinles te life then would the ehilé who sianly 
meworigzes Aible verses, 

“hen, ef course, there were the majority cf the teach- 
ere who fall in svetween the two illvetrationg siven. They 


were the cnes whe had 8s véegue idea that the “wnd&y ochool was 
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& fine thing @né egehoavuld be carried on for the rood of the 
ehiiecren, but they hed ne res] understanding of what 
Charietian education sbhoylé secounlish. They felt thet the 
teacher phoulid be adle tc weer the children reasonably quiet, 
anG interested encugh te participete in whet goes on in the 
claesercenm. They would take the lesgecn meterial given to then 
end atudy it mere or lease, with the view of wetting sonething 
eut of it that coulie be handed on to the classe en Sunday morn- 
ing, Noet of thea heneratly tried to sdart the meterial to 

the unceratanding of the chilé. ‘11 of them certeinly nag « 
genuine concern for the well-Deing cf the children or they 
woule net hive thken the trouble to have prepsred the lesescne 
anc wet with the claeses, “These reerle wanted to see the 
ehildren develor end proved to de amensbie to sugrestions 4&4 
to how they could best Go their jobe cf tetching. They vere 
the reople whe covld be ecunted on alwoys to attend treining 
geane@icna and eteff neetinga, 

The organization of the Sunday "ereol at Koaphie fol- 
lewed the depertmentalizétion common to most freteatant 
churches. The Nursery and “indergarten Depertments were 
unususlly large, mering ur some forty rercent of the total 
enrolla@ent of the achool. The vrimary and Junior fPepartmente 
tock in another forty percent, while the Intermeciate Pepart- 
ment had about twelve percent and the Senior Cerpartment only 
fiva percent. The Cloeely traded risn wae followed through 


the intermediate ferartment, with classes corres;cncing to 
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publie school classification, The Yeniors were firet civided 
anto two cloases but that rroveé inpracticeble as it wan Gi f- 
ficvlt to get two efficient teachers for thes and the 

ma jority wanted to stey together in one clea anywiy. ¢s 

for acults, cne elass was orgénizec for thea in the beginning 
with the hope that othera sight develcor leter. . rather good 
Sible tescher wae rut in cherge of the ci#@as and he vert uc 
an average tttencance of some fifteen or sixteen, most of 
whom were enlistec men who were unmarried. The Chéplein 
tried to cGevelor an interest in & married couples class, but 
GiG not guceeed in wettine ene started. one of the ressons 
fiven ty many of tne young ccourles was that tney had to stay 
nome tc look efter the baby. hile that excuse sight not 
nave been valid when « rarty was given cn ‘aturcaéy night, it 
meeme¢c to be perfectly @ccent#dle on cundey morning. 

No general Areenbly wee held for the Suncay cchoel, 
thourh there were & number of peorle who wenteéd sonething of 
that sort. The mejcrity of the ataff felt thet 46 cerarteentsl 
assemDly wer vest, so thie rlan woe followecé. Ths 2asembly 
lastec only ten minutes end soroved to be very ropular with 
the chilcren. They vresentec, for the wost part, the entire 
ancestcly rrorrasie and it was consicerec @ rrivilese to take 
part, YThe ‘@¢ult Bible Clees hed a very brief “devotions” 
consigting of a pr®yer @né hyan. Yvene of the classes had 


lesa than fifty minutes of actus] classroos work, 








h@ for the non-tesehines members of the staff, the 
chaplain ected oa Cheirman of the Soard of Chrietian heuer - 
tion, the Uperintendent of the Gunday Seheol and hie 
eesiatent, the lecretery, and the Treasurer, setuslly carried 
on the administretion in much the eame wey &s regularly organ 
igeé gsechoels in civilian churches, The Goeerd of Christian 
Lévesation wie actually the teaching staff rluse the séminia- 
trative officers named above. Thie Yoerd met monthly and 
practically a1) nenbers attended mest meetings. fome leader 
in Christian educational vork was broevaht frem “Yemrhis for 
each of the firat several zestines for the purrogse of diseue- 
ging virlous phases of the work cf 4 Sunday ochool, The 
ereaker Blwéeys asvec for gqueetionga and, after the first meet- 
ine, there woe no hesitency on the part of any of the teschere 
to apesk up @bout any current rrohlem. This proved to be one 
of the features of the monthly meeting and witheut exception 
the teecner who eovld not attend would ecAll tne Chaplain and 
exolein why the absence was neceesary. 

6 there is, in somewhat sketchy form, the beginninss 
of a prorram of Pelisicus tdveation fer a Navel inetallation, 
“ertsiniy it wae not everythine thet aight have been cesired 
but it was a beginning of whet could cevelor inte & mesane of 


meeting the neséa of the situntion. 
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atadvliening “rocreme of felicious  dveation. 





fontacta meade in person end by correspondence with 
cther military chepleins (Yavy, Arav, and fir Forea;, hive 
resulted in information which leada to the conclusion thet 
the Gevelorment of the oregran at Yermphisc was rather typical. 
‘There were noge veriastions of an insignificant nature, but 
the over-all rieture waa quite consistent. 

“{ithout exeertion, the other Chaplains eontactsd had 


exreriencec Giffieceulty in varying cerprees when 1% came to 


a} "ne eel ee, ae 


opteining quéerters for the activities of the “unday “cheol. 
Only two reported that the facilities were reslly adequate ' 
for the progren being cerrileé on, Yost of thoee reporting 
indicated that the loeal military euthorities were very 
cooperative in that they made savsilabdie to the Charlain the 
moet sedequate facilities at their cdiarosal., It seens clear, 
however, that the authorities in “eshington who allocete 
funce for the erection of buildings given over to the reli- 
gious Cevelopment of their constituency have not civen serious 
thoueht to the neeés cf the children of service rersonnel 
iiving on the varioun militery and naval inetelistiens, 
Yoet of the buildings now in use vere erected rer sone 
ather currose Gurina war-time, True encugr, chapels were 
erected by the hundreds but they were Little more than places 
where public worship eervicea could be helé, The avertge 


chapel consisted of a rectangular bulléing with seating 








apace for some four hunéred fifty ocr five hundred rereens, 
Rack of the sacristy « very limited amount of offiee apace 
wee provided for the Chacleaina. ‘vith few exeeptiona no roone 
were provided in the chapel Guliléines for any sort of reli- 
eioug educational work. Of course, it must be rewendvered 
thet when these etructures were ereeted there wee no thought 
thet they would ¢ver be used for persmnent installations 
where chiléren of naval enéd other military persennel wonld 
be quartered. Tut the fact 1a thet there are now a number of 
inetalletions being operated on & more or lesa permanent 
basis, where the number of children aboard rune from 2 dozen 
or #0 to several hundred. They become the Cherlgein's reepon- 
aibility insofar es relixious inetruction {s concerned, and 
he Must meet thet need as best he may. The Foman “satholie 
Phenleain holéa nia catechetical clasaes, but the averace 
*roteatant Cheplain feels that he must dc more than thet to 
aceguately mect tha needs of the children committed to his 
care. %o each Chaplain hare to take whetever stepa may de 
necessary to procure the bulidings and equipment for the 
establishment of & progrem of religious education that will 
at leant move townrd reetings the neeisa of the particular situ- 
@tion in whieh he finds nimeell. 

Fost cf the Charlains rererted @ifficulty in the mat-~- 
ter of teeoing & teaching staff intact. Jome stated that it 
wag mot at 611 unusuel for one teacher to have G8 meny a6 


thirty children in one class. une “harleain atated that at 


ny 
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one Tevai cease he hed an average attendance cf eirnty at 
‘unday School but wae never able te be sure of having more 
than two teechers cresent. in that situation, #11 entidren 
of tntermeciate and Cenieor seen were put in one clases and 
nll of the younwer ones in enother. 

Mo gtancardizec wethed of procuring and training 
teachers can be anid to exist &ronr the allitery Cherlaina, 
it seeme that the averege Chaplain soes about the setter such 


fs he @i¢ while serving ag & pastor in elvilian life. 


Fa 
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seemingly have fairly good results ane cthers rather poor. 
The wajority reported staff conferences were helé with sone 
G@egree of reemularity, bul the indications were that most of 
trem smountec to little more than secial satheringes. 

The fact that the constituency of the Cherlinin is 
eseentially of @ tranatent nature prebably leece te & feeling 
of pessimism on the part of some Chearleains, In scat fundey 
echocle in such altuationse the turn-over will average simost 
fifty percent annuelly, both of teechers ené ovplle. In 
mpite of this, however, some cf the Chanlaing indicated that 
they wre trying to make the vest of the matter and ere inten- 
eifying their tr@ining programs so sa to mere the most of 
the abilities their teachers possess while they ere there on 
the job. ne Cherlain reported that ke alweye writen a let- 
ter to the Chenplain servine the aren te which one of his 
teachers may be trensferre€., In this letter be outlines the 


eumlifierstiions of the teacher and tells «het she has been 








éeing in the Ounfay “ehool, Ferent-v"eacheres Aésgoctation, or 
other groure working for the best interesta of the comauntity. 
We saya that the reeuvlts tave been very cratifying, for most 
ef the Chipleaina heave rerlied efter heving ectten the teecber 
sepimilated in hile religious e€vuertion rrogram, Ve eliso 
efra that meny of the teachers have written after having 
arrived st their new cuty station and bare thanrec him fer 
Hie interest in secing that they were welcomed into the new 
ecnumunity. 

rraeticelly @11 of the Cherleins contacted indicated 
thet ther had faeed the same problem in the selection of euit 
able Nunesny Pchool Literature az thet encountered in the 
‘Yemmhias aitvation, One Chapleln rererted that his vunday 
sehool uees “ethodist Litersture cne quarter, breebytertian 
the next, and Sertiet the next! one Sliernstes year by year 
between Vethocist ened Freebyterian publications, Another 
uses literature from the Tilgrin frees ané etill another uses 
put out »y the Chrietian “oerdé ef Publication. our of 


the 
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them reported the use of Tavie ©. “oot Llitersture. In feet, 
the only thing the Charleins all seemed to have in eouron In 
thie matter was that none were ostiefled with the solutions 
arrive? at, even though most reported their teachers vere 
rerersiily satiefied. They @11 eeamed to feel that they have 
ned to compromise their own beltefe in the watter in erder to 
errive at ecrethine thet woulé be at letet half-way accert- 


eple ic the perents and teeenrere with whom they work, Thet 
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ia, 211 Sut one whe stated that he had her no problem whatso- 
ever. He hac juget selected the litersture and given it to 
the teachera eaying, "Sere it le. Tesch it." He stated that 
hie only problem was thet of getting teachers whe would do 
whet he toid them to dc! ome of the Chaplains felt that the 
Literature they were using wie too dosuatic end too seetarien, 
while cthera {inéicated the reverse to be true. 

S11 of the “heplains indileateé that there wan no prob- 
les insefar aa reising soney for equipment aené literature is 
concerneé, The families who Live on the military installa- 
tions are e&se@r, apparently, to de their part toward the 
eetaolienuent of @& program that will provide religious 
inetruction for their children. They may not znew much about 
whet should be accompliahed Gut the Chaplains report them 
willing to work to fet & program started, It hes been found 
that there are slwaya a number of skilled craftemen on any 
militery insetsllation, and they bave always proved te be nore 
than willing to @ive of their time for the oduilding of equip- 
ment for the sehool. “arnentern, net&lemiths, ant cthers, 
ere veuslly present in creat numbers end many ehow up when 
the “haplain eslie for sesiatence in building tables, chairs, 
benches, blocka, and other necegstry itema. *oset of the 
larger military inatelléetiona maintain largee hoboy shops and 
these are utilised after working hours for the laprevenent 
of the wuncay %chool faellities, It bus geen the experience 


of many of the “herla@ing that 1t ie fer better toe get the 
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father of Joey Srewn ané some of bie frienés to bullé useful 
erticles for the Junday Seheol, than 1% would be to take up 
a collection to pay for whatever aight be needed. “hen a 
men works fer several nighte to builé semethinge that le being 
used by hile sen or daughter, he will naturally nave ride in 
the institution thet is eervine to guide the chilécren in 
their develerment. More than one ingtance hes been «liven of 
@ femily having beeun regular attendance at Chureh beasuge af 
the father's having helped in the building ef furniture for 
the gundey Sehool. 

‘nother thing all of the Charlains seem to have in 
common if that their pregrans of Christian Fducetion are get 
up to ¢eal Slmost exelunively with ehildren threurch the 


senior Pepartment only. The majority of these reporting had 





only one clase for sdulte end indicated that it is almest | 
eliweys poorly attenéeé. Thia seems to be @ greatiy nerlected 
fleld cf religious educations] possibilities end certainly 
ceeerves a creet ceal of study and experimentaticn. 
“ost “herleinge nave ewe chapter of the Tervice ven's 
Carietian League for the sailors, but that ie reporteé ag 
having been attended only fairly well. These Chapters are 
organizec clone the eane lines an the Chriatian tnteavor and 


re 


Youth Pellowehip groupe, The official rublicstion of the 
Leesgue ia the “Link” magazine and lessen materials ore con- 
teine? in eaen monthly issue, This material is besed on 


Internationsi “council of lelicious “Cucation plans, and for 


aT 


the wost part is quite good. It is usually presenteée in lee- 
ture form with some eclssas discussion follewing. Two out ef 
three chaplaines state that they have cersonally led the dis- 
euselon groupe. Some have experimenteé with lay leaders but 
have apparently come to feel that the only way to keer thre 
gproup intact is to nave ainiateriel letcership. The congsen- 
gum of opinion iz thnut the Giseussion periods sive oprertunity 
for reel understanéding and growth, es some fellow who hes not 
been brought up ina Christian family will ask inteliicent 
queetionn that cut acrose the sterectyrec phrases and vet at 
the heart of the matter being stucied, ‘The meetings of the 
Leasue sre helé at the time noet convenient fer the men who 
will be moat likely to attend. 41 number of “haplsinge report 
thet the tendency curing the paet few yesrs is te hole the 
meetings on Juntay evenines, 

Tre Fervice Wern's Ohriastian League is not coneidered 
to be & part of the activities of the regular Sundéey Tenocl 
prograz, und there {s seldom, if ever, a feeling on the part 
of the ingividual members that they &re a part of the overall 
program of r@ligious eduestion, One of the reasons for this 
is that the aversge snilor ie in the group at a particuler 
atetion for only & ehnort time, possibly slx months or & year 
at most. He beeomen interestec in the setivitier of the 
Leasyue throureh & bucey or tas hed econtect with 1% at another 
etation. fe linee up with the | @ague and may work et the joo 


with entresianm for the time he ta there. cut the atilor who 
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Goes this is unmarried, end the experience of the Chanleing 
ig tneat ne ia not likely to develop an intense interest in 
what the Chaplain 1s seeking to do for the children cf 
otnere. feiie Likely to think of the .undSy Sehool ané 
releted activities ae existing for children. Pe thinks well 
of the prorsrem in the abetraect, and wey even volunteer hia 
services 43 4 bus driver or in some other ecnpacity, but he 
nees mo immediate relevance cf the -uunday Cehool toe himself. 
x11 of the “Therlainsa with whom this hae been éilaecuassed 
have indicntec that they feel a nead Tor spencing sore time 
in helping theeae reerle become eware of the thinvs the Church 
Gueht to de doing tn the Lives of ali the people. Certainly 
Rli agree thet the averace promrem of Chrietian education 
being carried on outaide the pulpit ministry ie confined te 


the chileéren of the community for the gost part. 
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Must fvaluste. 


In thinkine ever the thinge done in setting up tre 


ation Vaieh the chaplain 


we 
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preeras of religtcus e@ucation st Yeaphir, and in studying 
the rererts other Chaplaine heave mace of gimilsr activities, 
the writer ie forced to cenelude thet, imrortent ac mey be 
the metters of obtaining adecuate building epece for clag¢ee, 
training of teachers and other etaff gaenvers, selecting eult- 
aole Literature, end planning the curriculus, there le a more 
fundamental matter that should be worked out by the Chaplain 
before any prosram is ever initiated, aAné that ie the matter 
of objectives, Me ought to know what it ia that he wants to 
accomwplieh., Se suaht to know what methods can beet be uned 
te accompliien the désired regulte. Tris is no place for 
foggy thinking or erratic e#iling. The Chtplein hed best 
clear hie miné and know that his compress ls true before he 
begins. Unleas he doer, the efforts of 411 concerned will be 
likely to just add to the general confusion the average per- 
eon mage ecbvout the metninge of the Chriatian religion ond its 
relevance to day by dey living. 

Tn order for any Chearlain to wke an intelligent deci- 
sion with rerarna to objectives he ahould be thoreugniy 
familiar with the underlying philicrorhy of each of the major 
streams of thought reearding the religious aducetional pro- 
cess. It may be easwaed thet each Chaplain hae been trained 
in a ceminery enchsalsing elther the traditional or the 


progressive arvroseh to religious eduestion., ‘lec, he has 





ened 








BO 


head experience in a civilian pastorate where one or the other 
wee euphkgiczed in practice, 

The traditional frotestant teaching has ceen that 811 
people are by nature sinnera, and the rcurpese of religious 
education is to bring the individual to the soint where he 
will make sw decisien for Christ ané aecert tie ealvation, 
This view has aseumed thet much a deeisicon would bring with 
14 & power frew without the individual thet wowld enable hin 
%o “he Christisn” in #211 of nis écines from henceforth, 
wheres@a he hed been a sinner before the tine of decision. Ft 
hes agsumec that the inéividuel would thenceforth nave the 
power to overeone any temptation that might befall hin, and 
to meet any eituation with ehich he wieght be faeec is a 
fChrietian, It has aseumecd thet tnise exrerience of conversion 
prought to the inéividuel complete maturation of charecter, 
Trhie view, whether set forth in intellectusl] treati ees or 
reyvyivalinstie sermons, contained the doctrines of God's abso-~ 
lute sovereignty, the depravity of man due tc original sin, 
the necessity of repentence ané complete faith in ced, sri 
the expectation of the eternal heavenly life sciven by Cod gs 
grace to the faithful anc chesen, or the ourning firee of 
heil to the unrepentant. There views cf the nature of men 
ang of the conditions for the eatabdliehwent ef a satisfactory 
réeletionahir with God neturally influenceé the content ane 
method of the religious educational procrams developed by 


Trotestant denominations. 











Yhe first Sunday lehoole in the imitec “tetes, con- 


trary to populsr scpinion, were not set ur for the purrose of 
giving relictous inetruction, put for the tesching of the 
ruciszents of educsztion te the ehnildren of the lese fortunate 
in the lanc. Mowever, within fifty years of the eatablish- 
ment of the first cunday Jehool here in 1755, moet of the 
Genominations hed organized vunday Gehool beards ané were 
devoting & great ceal attention to this mesns of teaching 
their eniicren and youth, The primary purpose of the Sunday 
fehool thus came to be that of teaching “sound doctrine.” of 
course, the Goetrine taught by each denomination was thet 
which wae consicerec by the group to be sound and eevine, 
Tne content and wethod of teaching varied aomewhat but the 
cantrol purpose wee the same. The Gible and vericusa cete- 
eheticesl] material formed the basieae for most of the inatruction 

That the sia of religious inetruetion tn the 

Sunday (ehool wag te show children their jest 

conéition and to lensed thes to recept the fav- 

ing work of Chriet and that revival methods 

gshoule be umeé in precuring their conversion 

wnen they reached the age of pecountebllity 

were s@enerally necepted bellefs.-+ 

yuck views have not been elimineted from the thinking 

of many people in the Christion worlé tatay. They have been 
mocgified by some denominetions out it ie rnrevably eafe to Bay 


that the mejority of “hureh fichool literature being rrecuced 


in the Pnited ttates today is based on the fundamental 
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ageomptiong of the authoritarisnian whieh developeé during 
tne Peformation and continues to the oresent dsy. “hen these 
Seguenptions @re teld, then the tesehine of relision to chil- 
Gren becomes & matter cf paseaing on what the edult membere of 
the Chriatian churehes see ae “truth.” There if little 
oprpertunity fer critica] exsmination of what ie being taught. 
Tt is the doetrinal rosition of the denomination that is te 
be emohaeized and 1t ia teucht in such a way ae to mest 
effectually thwart questioning. It becomea & metter of 411 
or nothing. There can be no half-way measures, One get the 
truth, @nd, odecoming aware of hie lost cendition, repents and 
is saved, or turns his back uren the Lord's gift of sailvation 
anc is loet forever. 

If this preuilse Le accepted then the plenning ane 
execution of & procran of “hristian education ie made com- 
paratively eim@ple. Determine what the truth ecetuslly ia 
aceorting to one's peraoneal end denominations! beliefs, and 
then deviee the beaut Literature for the rrepragation of this 
truth. then @ecide what methods may beet be usec for rassing 
this material on to the pupiiea ané besin the indoctrination 
ef teachers for this srecific taax. Trin view of man ané how 
he comes to @ faving relicious experlence hee led to ® rather 
wvicgesrread agortion of the Yerbartian methods of inatruction 
by which “the outcome expected ie steted in the sin, and the 
teaching rlan consiets of stepe by whieh this predeterazi ned 


outcome is to be resched. Therefore, the rpreeedure is 





ideslily suite@ for teaching autheritatively doctrines or 
interpretations of the Chrietian religion. 7@ 

But this view was chollenged ag far baek as 1536 on 
strictly theclogical grounds. Horace suahnell ebjected to 
the revivaliatic method thet claimed to Aeve ali the truth, 
ené be rointed out that whet s ehilé will ultimately become 
femends to a great extent upon the conditions under whien he 
grove up, the home life being the most important single fue- 
tor, 7 1544 Suehnél) scublished an article setting forth 
the idea that ecnildren wight be brought up in @ truly 
Poristian howe, ané with loving nurture be eble te attain to 
the “tate of chseracter the eonversion experience was supposed 
to bring exelusiveliy. Thie view whe attacked by the me jority 
of the religious leaders of bis day, but it cerved to bring 
to a head the lasve which haa ecntinued to confrent relil¢ious 
educatorea to this Gay. 

“he mecern clioneer in the so-called “liberal” reli- 
gious e€ucaticnsal movement, wae Georme §. Coe, one of the 
founders of the Telleious “Cueation ‘sraeciation, Taking into 
eonsidgeration whet the authoritarian view ned seconplished, 
and being aware of the mocern developments in education, 
gBychology, Onc sociolegy, Coe pointec out that Christian 
efucation shnoevlid consiat of the constant reconstruction of 


the purposes of indkividuels anc society. He pointed out that 
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man ia to @® creat extent the product of his social exictonce, 
ind that the inéividual in hia social relationships shoulé be 
the center of concern for Christien education. He saya “the 
depravity that the chil’ exhibite ... 1a commenly net thet 
of his own heart, but that of remedieble faults of adultes and 
in sdulit soctety."- There have been cevelcomente in reli- 
Sious eCucation winee Coe, but in general it may be saié 
that the beat llberel thoucht has been founded upon or hea 
voen developed out of Coe's rresuprositions, 

fut that which we have termed the “best liberal 
thought” has never been tran@lated inte practical wetion in 
the majcrity of our Yretestéent churechet. Inéesed, it may be 
sei thet only & sm@il minority have emrilevyed methode con- 
vistent with the tesaechines of “oe. However, sore ané more 
m@ople in the fielé of relizious educstion have core to be 
ineresgingly aware of the ahorteominga of the tredi tional 
methoge. The inereseine eeculearization of life in this 
country? Curing and immediately following the tiret world Var 
led te the aprointmert of s committee by the International 
rouneil of Pelimiocus Education, for the curpose of developing 
& curriculum thet would be wore# in line *ith the needa af 
tre chiléren an® youth of cur ehurehes. "r, Villiem Clayton 
[over wae head of this cowsittee whieh workef for several 


yeerg in the congtruction and develonment of ua rew curriculum, 
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This Curriculwe Committee placed the emcohesie upon ecrewing 
experienoe of the chilaé to be taught rether than upon the 
materials or doctrines. It did not ignore the Sible nor 


minigize ite isportance, but pointed out that ita ereat value 


Lies in being properly uged os & resource for those who would 
know how men in the naet have senrcheéd for &nd founc fellow- 
shir with God and with each other. 


The concern of Christian “Cducetion is to 
neip persona, whether youne or cid, to Live 
ag Christians. ... to fece the @etusél situ- 
ftions that their world srerenta te then 
ens te reacive the issues invelvec in teras 
ef Christian values and -vrreses., Tn & 
world of change attention needa to Se riven 
as much to the poasibilitiea of mresant 
experience ae to the crecetents of past 
experience. The end of education is not 
the neoquisition of knowledge or idetn as 
uch, but the ormaniezenation of erowing knewl- 
etre for the More cospetent and fruitful 
oreéering cf 11fe. Thie wneans thot education 
should be pointed éefinitely towara action 
in the taking and remarking of personal and 


social Lite.* 


This committee slec pointed out trat Christian education, in 
orcer to meet the demands of mcfern Lifes, would have to go 
beyoné the casual cundey wehoc] instruction rerioésa whieh 
Aeeit with the presentation of “lensons.” ‘ealizing ther 
leproved means of comtunication have resulted in our living 
no lonrer in leolateé culture natterne but in & society that 


hes become seculagrized in the senools an evan in the homes, 
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“rnternational counetl of Felieious i ducétion, 


Mriation Savck#tion Today, np. 14. 


the committee further atated that 

“hristian educetion ia related te every chase 

of the whole of living, involvine the fantiy, 

vocation, the functions of cltisenship, end 

the intelieetusl, scorsl End BSentretio seivi- 

tiles... “nrtiatian eduektion addresses iteeif 

to the Christian crowth of the whole merson. 

Yt takes inte full seecount the emetions] life 

ef persons anc groun® 23 well Se their intel- 

ligeance, > 
“yen though these reccoamendstions were mede vy the committee 
seat un by the International Couneil] of "eligicus *éucation, 
they vere never civen complete implementation, True encugh, 
there are churecher here end there seross the lene that have 
sourht to rut theee principles into ereectice in their Sunday 
schools and related activities, but the fect remains thet 
rprotestantien by and larce has never set up s curriculum thet 
would be true te the Bower Comnittee's recomnendationa. The 
hope of theee who are in aynrathy with this progressive or 
Liberal philosoohy of relicious education would seem to lie 
in those churches that have cut into operation guch & progran 
Sri @re achieving ecefinite resulta theresy. 

The adoption of such @ rroszranm of relirieue education 
weuldG reevlt in &@n entirely different view of what meterials 
stenld be preeented for atudy. The question that would be 
uppersest in the minda of thease planning the courses of atuny 


for @ny ave greur would be: Ie this the beet available 


raterialt for the promotion of the rupil'2 awn beat end hinhert 
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quality of life at this rerticular time end stese of Cevelop- 


ment? Thir would not sake lees abered «? 


reed 


y of the materials 


use? Sy the churches tn the raat, out would mere all of life 


wate 


gorething te be viewed as shered. In the werds of A. J. 


"Lilian Pyera: 


Jom a whole univeree if Mie ocok, Ma revenie 
himeself in the Bible, in nietery, and in tit- 
erature, in art @nG in wwegiec, in neture, end 

in ecience, in the factorv and in #1] the daily 
ceccupstions of everyday life. Sut of thie 
etorehouse, so rich snd vueriled in its contents, 
the vise ateward brings both what le o14 and 
new, 


AnG nol only would thie attitude be teken toward the selee- 
tien of materiale from 211 of life, but those rlanning the 
courses Of stuéy weuld keer in min€é the results of modern 
disecveries em to how learning takes vlace. It would result 
in the adoptiecn of tne rrineiple Laid down by John Dewey: 
lesrning Seat takes place when the child cain eee the rele- 
vance Of the subject matter te life an he underetanda 1t. 

TQ quote “yers areain: 


Sli materiel must be neSningful te the pupil. 
here is ro reGSson or excuee for tenching 
anything to rupile that La meeningless in the 
nope thet rome cay it may be of ure, Gener- 
Bally the miateke is meade not 20 auch of 
presentins “advenceé” material ee cf rresent- 
ing whet is foreign to the pupil's whole 
worlée of experience.’ 


If the objective of #& crogrags cr “nréstien etuecetion 
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ia te en@ble inéividusals to crow in Chrietian expertence end 
character, then that must be the criterion by which sateriala 
ene methods are to be evelueted. im the other band, 1f the 
Odjective is to mak@ the individual awere of hia leat condi- 
ticn ané oring Hie to a readiness for the converaton oexpe- 
riene@a, the meteriel seleeted will of that cent@ining “saving” 
hmowledre, and the mathed emrloyed will ve thet of euthori- 
terlaniem, °O emphasize this point »wné to eet the two 
positions in cigé@r relief? see the rolleowing etetement mada by 
frefessor Elliott concerning the Dower Comeittee’s repert on 
curriculum: 


In treaéltional “rotestant rvelivcicus wiucstion, 
the Pible anG the secepted interpretations of 
religion Sre the crgOniging center, ane reli- 
Fious eduction is cencelived ag on tnproeved 
methedolopy for teepchine the bole end Chrie- 
tien truths; in the lower repert Life situe- 
tionns are the orgsniaing center ard the “ible 
is utilizec as an aid in meeting these pitua- 
tions cn @ Chriation cesis. In traditional 
rProteatent relisious education, Christian 
faith enc preetice ere considered ss Slrendy 
known, and @ducation ia 6 metned of securing 
tneir seceeptence end application: in the 
Sower report, whet ta Chriatifn inv faith ond 
rreetice {8 to be Clacovered in ant through 
the aducations) preeeas. In traditicnsl 
Tretestant religious ediuegtion, the tascuing 
{9 ® Treparation for the experlence of con- 
vergion;: in the Gower report, it is aseuned 
that Christian faith and experience ere to 

se realized tnroush growth from efrig ehiid-~ 
nocd te aduit years,.~ 


So the indivicusi Chapisin is inevitably forced to 


choore between the funtémental essumrtiona outlined abaywe if 
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he te to give intelligent direction to the program of reli- 
gicus efucetion which he would sat up on & militery inetalla- 
tion to meet the neede of his conatituency “Het his 
éeelision wili be denenés crently upon the beeckrround ené 
treining of the individual Chaplein, The chences are very 
ecood thet he will atteamt te de about the eame sort of TL ngs 
in the service that he would do in eivilian life ee castor of 
a ouriesh church, In fset, he will llkely 80 in the service 
tne e&ne sort of think that he bes already done in periah 
life. it 411 Gepende upon the individual ond how suaeceptiblis« 
ne ia te chanee. He can lecslly do whet he thinks best, to 
the extent that those who make up hie conpregations are wil- 
Ling to po &lona with him. avy ferulsationse da net bine hin 
to any perticuivr tyne of religious education, either »e te 
rethod or philosophy, but give complete freedom to preach and 
tench “seeording to the manner ané forme of the chureh of 
whieh he ja «4 member ,"% anc for #13 preecticali purpeses we 
may say that examrles of both euthorit«ertan ond libersel] trees 
of religious education asy be found within any rertieular 
denomination represented in the chanlaincy of the military 
services, ‘nat the individual Chaplain believes about the 
n&ture of men and keow he may &ttsin ealvation will cetaragine 
whnetner er not the vrorram will be authoriterieon or progres- 


Give, There is no eet rule in the allitary services other 
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than thet etated and it is extremely umilkely that there will 
ever de nanded to the Chaplain & program outiine ta be put 
into effect, 

7% ie the conviction of the writer of thie raper that 
any Coapbein shoula stuéy carefully the fundamental] seasuar- 
tions of emeh of the trravalent streams of Christian aducation 
anc throveh mrsyerful econslderéetion af the children who are 
unéer hia cere come to sone Gefinite conelusions before pro- 
ceeding in setting up a provgrar of religicus education, Then 
re will at lenet know whet he le tryins to do and vhether or 
net the methode he 16 empleoyins are those whien have proved 


to he meat effective. 
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Perarding the “election ané Yrainine of “erect 


‘li minietere @re fseed with the rerenntal ocroblere of 
xetting and keening teachers who ore reslily guelified for 
their cuties in the reilvgiovus educational orerram, Hoat of 
the time the minister hae toe reerult teachers on the basia 
of their willinenees ta “fo their bent,” rether than on the 
beanie of actunl) competency. Me tekea them aa they are and 
hora that they will attend bie yearly training inatitutes 
enc thereby become acre or lease qualified for the teaching of 
the eclegares to which they &re aasifened, 

The Cherla@in in the military servicers la srought fece 
to feee with this problem in an intensified form. ft ie a 
rare inetence when any teacher ren@ins on the tame inetelis- 
tion for sore than two yoere, “er husbéend's normal tour of 
Cuty at any one plaee is two years or less, so even the maxi- 
gun time the “heple@in ean count on any ore individual es & 
teecher is two yeere, and wusuelly lees, It 18 mafe to aay 
that the rersonnel turn-over will oversee at leret aixty 
yeroent efen voer, 

-@ to the methods of rrecuremert of tenchers for & 
program of religious @tueation on & nilitery ingtellation, 
each Chaplain will likely have some particular technique 
whieh he relies upon rather heavily. Hoawever, it ose been 
found that the following four procedures, if centinuec over 


2 peried of time, will yield very satiefactory results, 
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Firat, the Thasclain ahould write reeular éerticles for 
the station rewnrarer, inforsine the resigente of the work 
amc the neets cf the Sunday acheal end etoer religiour edu~ 
estionai egetivities,. The efitore of these vavtere will weicone 
puch articles, pertiiculariy if they are weil written, and 
they will be read by these wr ere conmectec with the @iii- 
tery eetadliehment. Jometimes it will be roseibie to have 
some menber of the 2ztarff whe may be perf§iecuiaeriy weil qualli- 
fied in Journ®iiam to write © weekly “l@ligious scucation” 
eviump. Wut even if the “hapiein base versenpily to erite 


the Syticles it will be well werth the effort required. 


feconce, the Cnearlein @#heulad present the need fer vorke 


eré when te epeake tu the Parent leseher seociation groups. 
This wili ineure contact with rrenoebiy ninety percent of the 


parents woe have ehildren in the rubsle geneol conducted on 


thom ft wiil open the way fer talks 


r~ 
ed 
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the gtation. In adé 


*% 


with indivicwuel rubiie eehool teéeners «ho sre quite often 
@lac tc ehere in the wore ef the Sundey sehcol and related 
eetivities. “eset cf these people will have reac the 
Heablain's newayerper erticlese slresdy wnd will be more 
likely to réegeoné than ~Lll theee who reve ro chiléren. 
Thire, #&4¢th familly Shoule be visited oe the Craprlatn 
€& $00M #@& poseible after its @rrival aboeré the sataticn, 
‘yery Charleain rnowea how ta «rocure ists of those moving to 


or from the are@, ( well-timefi call wey be inetrunental not 


eniy in settings the enildren enrellied In the undsy chos 











but aleo in chteinine the services of sone well-quéliftied 
tedchere, 

rourth, it la weli to mention the need for workera 
from the puipit from time to time. Thia conld well be over-~ 
Cane out the gatter of reperte to the entire conrreretion Ge 
tc tne stetue of the reiieisuae ecucation®s) rromrem be very 
eefinitely woertnh-while. 

Of course, the Cpsaplein will went toe interview each 
rrosavective teeener cefore turning over to ber &@ cleas of 
children. it weuld be iwposetble for enyone to isy cown & 
get of rulee to severn @bselutely the @election cf any perti- 
euler fersen as & teacher. Weowaver, it is obvicus thet the 
perpon winege ides cre alametrieally orposed te those of the 
rhéeplain and hie cenetitvuency covld not Logically be rlecec 
in ® position of leadership. "or instance, one Charléin wis 
&Borrosehed Gy & person who rurported himself to ve an exne- 
rienced und&ay chee) teecher and whe nad been ‘teld oy the 
Lore’ to take over 4 pirtievlér cl®aa which wee uniter the 
euperviaton of tne Cherlain. in discussing the metter with 
this man it gscon became epperent that he ceuléd not teach in 
thie pertiecular .undsy School at all. Ue hed "sone to seed” 
on the Pook of jartel anc, rey the Sharlbeain’s roint cf view 
&t least, woulé have éiarupted the entire ounday tehool if 
given the oppertunity, ("hls wan, incicentally, le now in # 
mented inetitutions; Certainiy the “nerisin will want to ve 


eure that the pereon put in the pleee of rerronsibility the 
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teacher occuples will ce one who te competent in ¢ane measure 
to €0 the sort of thing he conceives to be necessary, 

-12 of there factore tdd wr ta mean that the Tharlain 
muaet heve seme gort of esetinuoue tescher-tréeining program, 
Mere @eain there will be variationg of methieag out something 
wiil Reve to be dome cr the religioue educutionhl ¢regrag 
will bog Cown fer lac’ cf teachere. j(jcHe heva founé that the 
“ost workable gler has been to have an unterstucy for each 
ective temecher, Thie will tnewre “en the jed trmintng” and 
will serve to mere replecemerte eesier when teachera are 
treneferred @wav, It will elno be better for the chiléren, 
fer they will never feel that @ redien] charse Je being sate 
vhen the teacher labver, They will de aeving en ad Juatment 


to * new @eetetant rethear then to « new hHesé tescher. 


anether way of yreviding velugole treining ta to holé 
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regular adnthiy ¢erertnentel meetings for the purpese of 
giving 211 teechers en orportunity tc Cleever frankiy their 
autuel protileme, It will be ressible in Meet eituettonsa for 
the Charlain to errense fcr en ceesalenal vielt to thee 
ceperteentel meetings cf lewecere in verious rh@ves of reil- 
Flowe eduertion itn the nesreat city. Wort “hapleins seem to 
have hed the experience that the leading people in the iarge 
churches sre more then gla¢ te easint those working in the 


unéay "chocis an¢ other releted aetivities cernected with 


military instellations, 
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Tt would elec be well to send teachers to visit 
ehurches in nearby cities where excerticnal work is being 
cone in religious efucation, ty observing the methods and 
prececurena of these who have been succeseful over @ long 
perioe of tine, youne teachers ere often inepired tc beecne 
better workers with therae in thelr chrersee, Gnme Cherlein 


a 
i) 


reported thet it wasn ~essitblie to “sorrentice” exeh of his new 
teauchere to the leading worrer in @ny particular derartuaent 
in the lerge churches cf the city fifteen miles away, He 
etated that, almost without excertion, eeeh of thoee now 
teéching in hie sunday “chocl had spent frem three to four 
egesicne with what he considered a “mefel” cloee tn one of 
the larger churehes of the city. Ye had & working arrance- 
ment with four different cerartments of three different 
courehes aml felt thet the total presran ef religious educa- 
tion on hie etation wre greatly enhanced thereby. 
?, legerding the velection ef Litereture to be Used. 

sefore @ ehcice of litereture cen ce mede it will be 
necessary for the Charnlain end thove working with him in the 
erecres to arrive et a clear unteretanding of the cbjective 
for whieh thetr efferte ere beine exrended., (If it ie decifad 
to uge the Sunésy “cheol sessions ae & meane of traneni tting 
certain “saving” rnewledee to the cuciis, then the literéture 
will be selected on the bestia of how well it contributes to 


thet ent, There are vartovs saterisieae aveilevle from the 


cenominntional mrblishine houses that approach religicus 
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ecucation in thie manner. It méy ve that some Charlaine will 
find thet their censatituency will vent to study first cne and 
then another denominational apnureazch, it has already teen 
l\reienated in thie reaper thet &t lesst one “awnl tation 

undmy Semoecl 16 acing this aert of thing. 

it 16 eles possible to cot&in iltersture rut out by 
non-cCeneninationsl rublisking bovsesa. ome of trie is based 
on the Tnternaticongl Léseone ened gone on tha work of inde- 
pendent writers. in @ny event the material snould be etucied 
very esrefully before being rut inte the henée of teachers 
fer ure in the tesehing of children, 

There may we situations where the charlain @nd people 
wert to oléce the enphoels upen the provressive cevelopment 
SP the ehilé in ChrLetion experience an€ echvrecter, In this 
caee the aftertale gelected for study willl of neceseity be 
quite Gifrerent from thoge used in @ program that has ae its 
M@eln objective the teackineg of sounc coetrins., 

without ettenpting to list erecifie Litereture thet 
sieht be uged in each of these @itustions, lt cust be pointed 
out that the materiale to de used must be selected in line 
with the bwele onjective of the religicus efucetion froeran, 
"hée Brest queaticn ta be kent in sind ia thia: oes thie 
literature hele in atteining the objective for which the 


treo beet available waterisi fer 


we 


protrae exiagtel ie# t 


Gtt@ining the cesirec ence’ 
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it may well be that, on the b&Ssis of eatucy and experti- 
sentation, some of the lltereture will be obtained from one 
publishing nouse and some from enother. Indeed, it is net 
likely that @ diecriminating Charlain will find all of the 
Literature of any one rublishinge nouge equally eceentable for 
®1ll Sse frourings. 
One thing that will have to be consigered st &13 times 
ie tnet no matter ehat the objectives may be, no literature 
enould be veed unless 1t comes within the unterstancing of 
the individuvale for whem it fa intended. It nee been found 
treat real leerning Coes not take place cutside the ability 
“nc undereteneinag of the individual. In otmer words, the 
Literature muat be relevent te the individual where he le now 
if it is te be effective. ‘‘rofessor “over has weil 9814 thot 
0 Effective charéecter education will best 
eaohieve lta enig by working from berlnning to 
end within the concrete exrerience of wrowing 
rersons, it will begin with Sehavior ratterna 
28 it finde them in the xoing exverience of 
rereons. It will rreeceed by Aealatine crowing 
rerecnos to form sone jJucsment acout theee pat- 
termes, It 311 ageiet rerecns te underetand 
t@weir exrerience ané the factors of its ¢on- 
trel, On tre heaie of euch a judement ané such 
an underatencing, it willl sesist crowing per- 
gone ta reeonetruet thetr oshevior catterns 
frem waat they @re into what, in tne lisht ef 
their emerging set of values, they cesire them 
to be,+~ 

Mile he wea writing about thet whoien he consigered to be 


effeetive meane of charncter ecucetion, we may be equally 
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gure thet authoritarian teaching must alec besin with the 


person where he fa if tse chjective ia to be eecomrlished. 


>» epardings the “nlistment of the Coeparation ef the 
tarents in the “otal Procrag. 
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Tnere hee been built up over the yeaare the ceneral 
{fea thet rearents should texe or send their children ta the 
sunday Sehocl, and that it te the bueinees cf the teaehere, 
under the @urervigten of the pastor, to see that they receive 
the necersary religious inatruction. “ora and mors it has 
come to be the rule that the rarente pey Littie or re atten- 
tion to what or how the children &@re teuceht. W¢ten the 
parents gre called torether on rally Cay or sromotion day to 
hear their childrer reeite verees or ailing soncr tarecially 
reheersead for the ocesaion. [7 the chileren make @ retaon- 
ably rocd showine the average parent goes dlisefully along te 
await the next such ocessian wherein Junior will heave wnotner 
chance to ghow what he hes memorized. 

Today, hovever, the leadera in relirsicnse education 
have come to be Sisest unenimous in their belief thet the 
~arente wet now something of the objectives of the “untay 

cheel and releted saetivities, and further, that they muat 
se greeathetie with thoge obfeetiver and really cooperative 
tower? the total rrevranm if the best resulta are to te 
shtetined. hia 1e true regerdleses of wheat the objective méy 
he, whether thet of rromilesating the doetrines of ultra- 


funéauentalioan cr that of develoring Chriatifn character 
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thrcugh wrowth and experienee in the most modern relisious 

educational systes in the land. In thie connection we can 

acein refer to the Jover “omuittee’a report which voilnts cut: 
ge the primery ang most intimate eoctel erour, 
the femily ie retentialiv the meet lorertant 
eaeangs of Chrietian e@ucation for ali ite menm- 
vere, If tne curreses, reletionsrire, and 
attitudes whieh prevail in the family are 
yealeallv ret ae and if the Activities in 
which the PUA PY engages incluce those which 
brine the ory igiour life to articulate exrrer- 
sion, we have in the family the ideal setting 
fer “hri¢tian eGucation. Yo greater oppor- 
timity confronts the church then thet oF 
relping femilies te aenteve this idenl. 

Tries cveing true, the “barlein will mate aure that a 
GeTinite proerram for enliatinge the coorneration of the rarents 
£8 vedertaken. Trie will be a centimiuine conreern cf the 
Cheplain, vor we may Se eure that, reasrcless cf bis own 
i¢eae on reliiwetous ecucation, he whl not be @bdle e@uceessa~- 
fuliv te cerry on & progren that hae 48 ite mein interest an 
chjeetive thet toe not 2Binee the secentence of the rarents. 

Juat how the preatert rossible ¢egree of ccoperetion 
may Se elicited from the rarentsa ie sonething thet each 
rhepiein will have to work out with bie sterf. ore Cherlein 
rae found Lt very heieful toe neve 4 sonthliy supper for near- 

ate and tegehers. This ensvies them to eet dbettiar sequainte 
for they are eeeteé aceercing to interest araupe, end tana 


amare their myptual rrobleme with reserd to “Lill, John, and 


Wary. tt ie Slao romsible to see thet eat. hose receives &@ 
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copy OF *£ mechaine for parente that deale with the objectives 
of the type of roligtous eéucation ororran beings conducted, 
wm @ poll taken on one Navel gase it wae found that ninety 
five verecent of the rarents reeé one or tere articles in the 
Literature sent thee esch month by the funtey Senoel., une 
“ner lein rererts thet each quarter he gends cut & question- 
neire te e&s¢h home requeetina an eveluation of the work belne 
dune by the Gundery "“enool. it6 S#eya the response is elwost 
one hundred pereent and that the reaults of these queaticon- 
nalres ere diseussed fuliy st his ateri settings. ome 
literature @veatlebie previdee for weekly work by the rarente 
amd ehiléren et nome in the tiucy of leaeon materisile, lhere 
46 &® danger here that the rerents wey be wade jurt monitora, 
nea tnét the children will came to re@ent the agtudy, cut it 
i@ one methceé of teeing thkt the verenta knew what the 

uncry “ehecl is trving to do for their children. 

Certeiniy we Guat oeree that, whatever the method 
employee, it is vitally neceresery to gee trest tre parents are 
aware cf the objectives cf the prorrem ane that tney are 
cooperBtive. otherwise, it will be moet difilewlt ta eecou- 
riiesn tne end fer which the JjJundey Ichool wae establiehed, 
whether 1% ne that of sasaing on @ wsedy of tnowledae whiten 
may brine the echllé to @n awareneas of Sin need for galivatien, 
or for the rurneve of siding the chil? to rrow in Chriatian 


cheraecter terough experience in living. 


Sed 
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